Second- hand buying: questions fo help.

This is not the definitive list but should help avoid the major pitfalls of buying a home made or Real Life Toys
example. It is impossible to compare the items seen for sale privately with the factory output without
careful investigation, preferably in person pictures can lie.

The main differences are the:

Quality of build,

Material used,

Content of completed model [ours include almost everything on the price list],
Motor fype
Drive systems*: Direct drive, Soft Start [on /off over four seconds] Speed Control
Battery type

Completeness

Standard of build fit and finish and

Description honesty.

We have helped buyers of some of these items with new bodies to the correct dimensions and strength and
supplied parts to complete to a safe and lasting standard. This file whilst not all encompassing, is a second
hand buyer's guide and check list fo help avoid some of the main pitfalls of a poorly constructed item being
passed of f as one of our products. Fairly offen one of the models offered will meet the standard and the
price will reflect the quality of this build. We recently sold a 14 month old TL1 and Trailer with less than ten
hours use for £2500; it was the bargain of the year.

Q: Specific check list for visit:

1. Motor and motor area: fixings, ability to adjust chain, condition of wires, chain & sprockets?

2. Bodywork: Battered, broken, missing parts, hinges pulling out, excess holes?

3. Battery and battery area: acid spills / damage, Held safely in place, cleanliness of battery terminals/top?
4. Underside particularly: steering and axles and specifically Brakes. Has it got any?

5. Quality of components: slop in axle joints, wheel bearings, braking system, quality of welds?

6. Dash and wiring: Rats nest or operating theatre, ancillaries working?

7. Tyres: useable?

8. Paintwork and cosmetics: Tarted up? Look beyond the surface as painting will be a relatively easy fix.

9. Function: Does it run, steer, stop?

A series of questions to help you decide how much to pay for the item described.

Q: Which model is it?
The Geepstar is often incorrectly described as a toy Landrover. See the range to help identify.

Q: How old is the vehicle?
Often if a Real Life Toys motor [EMD] has been used then the age can be assessed on type to within 5 years
but with the details from the motor plate the model can often be dated to month and year.

Q: Where has it been kept?
Under a tree, Tarpaulin or open outhouse is not going fo do the bodywork much good and even less to the
electrics.

Q: What is the body made of?

Standard plain MDF: this is likely to be poor [look for swollen areas where the MDF has blown]

Can be good if well looked affer and dry stored. We have one made in standard plain MDF in our keeping
which is still in good condition after nineteen years. [2009]

Moisture resistant MDF or Ply is much better but still needs dry storage.

Battening: Look To see what batten has been used, plywood battening is useless.






